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Water, soil, and the earth’s green mantle* of plants make up the world that supports the animal life of the earth. () Although

modern man seldom remembers the fact, he could not exist without the plants that harness* the sun’s energy and manufacture the
basic foodstuffs he depends upon for life. Our attitude toward plants is a singularly narrow one. @ If we see any immediate

utility in a plant we foster it. If for any reason we find its presence undesirable or merely a matter of indifference, we may
condemn it to destruction forthwith*. Besides the various plants that are poisonous to man or his livestock, or crowd out food
plants, many are marked for destruction merely because, according to our narrow view, they happen to be in the wrong place at
the wrong time. Many others are destroyed merely because they happen to be associates of the unwanted plants.

The earth’s vegetation is part of a web of life in which there are intimate and essential relations between plants and the earth,
between plants and other plants, between plants and animals. ) Sometimes we have no choice but to disturb these relationships,

but we should do so thoughtfully, with full awareness that what we do may have consequences remote in time and place. But no

such humility marks the booming “weed killer” business of the present day, in which soaring sales and expanding uses mark the
production of plant-killing chemicals. :

o
mantle: a layer of something that covers a surface _
harness: to control and use the force or strength of something to produce power or to achieve something
forthwith: immediately; at once
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Most women enjoy talk and regard talking as an important means of keeping in touch, especially with friends and intimates.
They use language to establish, nurture and develop personal relationships. Men tend to see language more as a tool for
obtaining and conveying information. They see talk as a means to an end, and the end can often be very precisely defined—a
decision reached, for instance, some information gained, or a problem resolved. These different perceptions of the main purpose
of talk account for a wide variety of differences in the way women and men use language.

Some of the patterns which will be described vary according to the context. Men tend to dominate public talking time, for
instance, while women often have to work hard to get them to talk in the privacy of their homes. Some of the differences reflect
different meanings attached to the same linguistic forms. Women tend to use questions, and phrases such as you know to
encourage others to talk. Men tend to use such devices to qualify the certainty or validity of the information they are asserting.
Men’s reasons for talking often focus on the content of the talk or-its outcome, rather than on how it affects the feelings of others.
It is women who rather emphasize this aspect of talk. Women compliment others more often than men do, and they apologize
more than men do too.
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