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The late nineteenth century was a rough time for frogs, worms, and a
number of other creatures. As the study of physiology blossomed in Europe and
America, scientists went wild dividing, dismembering and relocating these
unfortunate subjects. According to scientific legend, they also slowly heated

(1)
some of the animals in order to test the extent to which they could adapt to

changes in their environments.

The most famous example of this kind of research is the apocryphal® story
of the frog in boiling water. Supposedly, if you place a frog in a pot of very hot
water, it will ( A ). However, if you put one in a pot of room-temperature
water, the little guy will ( B ). Now, if you slowly increase the temperature,
the frog will ( C ). And if you continue to turn up the heat, the frog will
( D ). In short, organisms can stand small changes in their environment
given time to adjust.

To get a better view of the wonders of adaptation, let’s consider the way
that our visual system functions. If you've ever gone to a matinee* and walked
from the dark movie theater to the sunny parking lot, the first moment outside is
one of stunning brightness, but then your eyes adjust relatively ( & ).
Moving from a dark theater into bright sunshine demonstrates two aspects of
adaptation. First, we can function well in a large spectrum of light intensities,
ranging from broad daylight to sunset. Even with the light of the stars, we can
function to some degree. Second, it takes a little bit of time for our eyes to
adjust. When we first move from darkness to light, we are unable to open our
eyes fully, but after a few minutes we get used to the new environment and can
function in it perfectly. In fact, we adapt so readily that after a while we
() notice the intensity of the light around us.

Our ability to adapt to light is just one example of our general adaptive
skills. The same process takes place when we first encounter a new smell,
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texture, temperature, or background noise. (5 ), we are very aware of these
sensations. Bul as lime passes, we pay less and less altention to them until, at
some point, we adapt and they become almost unnoticeable.

The bottom line is that we have only a limited amount of attention with
which to observe and learn about the world around us — and adaptation is a very
important novelty filter that helps us focus our limited attention on things that
are changing and might therefore pose either opportunities or danger.

Adaptation allows us to attend to the important changes among the millions that

occur around us all the time and ignore the unimportant ones. If the air smells

the same as it has for the past {ive hours, you ( @ ) it. But if you start
smelling gas as you read on the couch, you ( @ ) it, get out of the house and
call the gas company. ( A ), the human body is a master at adaptation on

many levels.
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(7) stay there contentedly
(1) eventually boil to death
() scramble around and quickly leap out
() try to pretend it is dead
(#4) stay put as it adapts to the rising change in temperature
B3 Zefi( & )~( & VCAZRODEYRBETHSEY, LS TEARLS
W, L, LEORCFIINILFCHDTHOET, £k, THTNOHE
—ELMhEAEREA.
(@ conversely
(b) thankfully
(C) barely
(d) quickly
(@) initially
(f) unexpectedly
B4 i @ ), ( @ )i, ThENEYRBDEMEY, BLEERI TR
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Religion is ubiquitous but it is not universal. That is a mystery for people
trying to explain it. Religious types, noting the ubiquity (though not everyone is
religious, all hLl]I]aI(lDSOCiEﬁQS have religions), argue that this proves religion is a
real reflection of the underlying nature of things. Skeptics wonder why, if that is
the case, it comes in such a variety of flavors, from the Holy Catholic to the
cargo cults® of Papua New Guinea.

To bring a little scientific order to the matter, researchers taking part in a
multinational project called Explaining Religion have spent three years gathering
data on various aspectls of religious practice and on the sorts of moral behavior
that religions often claim to govern. The data-collection phase was wrapped up
at the end of 2010, and the results are starting to be published.

At the moment, most students of the field would agree that they are still in
the “stamp collecting” phase that begins many a new science —in which facts
are accumulated without it being clear where any of them fit in. But some
intriguing patterns are already beginning to emerge. ( A ), the project’s
researchers have studied the ideas of just deserts, of divine disapproval and of
the nature of religious ritual.

One theory of the origin of religion is that it underpins the extraordinary
capacity for collaboration that led to the rise of Homo sapiens. A feature of
many religions is the idea that evil is divinely punished and virtue is rewarded.
Cheats or the greedy, in other words, get their just deserts. The selflessness

(2
which that belief encourages might help explain religion’s evolution. But is the

idea of universal just deserts truly instinctive, as this interpretation suggests it
should be?

(B ) Nicolas Baumard used a computer to check people’s reactions to a
modern morality tale. Baumard’s volunteers read about a beggar asking for
alms;” and a passer-by who did not give them. In some cases the pedestrian was
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not only mean, but hurled abuse at the poor man. In others, he had little money
and was apologetic. ( C ), he went on to experience some nasty event
(anything from tripping over a shoelace, via being tripped up deliberately by the
beggar, to being run over by a car).

The question asked of each volunteer was whether the second event
was caused by the passer-by’s behavior towards the beggar. Most_answered

“no”, the assumption being it was the shoelace, or the man’s foot, or the car.

But Baumard also measured how long each volunteer thought about the
answer — and he found that when the passer-by had behaved badly to the beggar
and then suffered an unrelated bad incident, volunteers spent significantly longer
thinking about their answers than when the passer-by had behaved well, or the
beggar had tripped him up deliberately.

Baumard’s interpretation, though he cannot prove if, is that the volunteers

(4)
were indeed making a mental connection, during this extra thinking time,

between the passer-by’s actions and his subsequent fate. ( D ), they were

considering the idea that he was getting his just deserts.

{£ cargocults H—T - FI M (ASRITICBITEREY - (R00EH) ;
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(7} either way
(1) in other words
) to test that

(x) in particular
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(@) are left alone in a hot, dry place

4y are ahandoned without help

() are given what they deserve

(z) are rewarded only with sweet things
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The waitress arrived with the bucket of shrimp and a couple of plastic
containers of cocktail sauce, set them on the table, and refilled our tea with the
efficiency of someone who'd been doing it for way too long. She turned on her
heels without asking whether we needed anything else.

“This place is legendary for its hospitality.”

d‘?She's just busy,” Savannah said, reaching for a shrimp.

She cracked the shrimp and peeled it, then dipped it in the sauce before
taking a bite. I reached in the bucket and set a couple on my plate.

“What else do you want to know?” she asked.

“Tdon’t know. ( A ) What’s the best thing about being in college?”

She thought about it as she filled her plate. “Good teachers,” she finally
said. “In college, you can sometimes pick your professors, as long as you're
flexible with your schedule. That’s what I like. Before I started, that was th_e

(2)
advice my dad gave me. He said to pick classes based on the teacher whenever

you can, not the subject. I mean, he knew that you had to take certain subjects
to get a degree, but his point was that good teachers are priceless. They inspire
you, they entertain you, and you end up learning a ton even when you don’t know
it.”

“Because they’re passionate about their subjects,” I said.

She winked. “( B ) And he was right. I've taken classes in subjects

(3)
I never thought I'd be interested in and as far away from my major as you can

imagine. But you know what? I still remember those classes as if [ were still
taking them.”

“C C ) I thought you'd say something like going to the basketball games
was the best part about being in college. It's like a religion at Chapel Hill*”

(4)
“I enjoy those, too. Just like I enjoy the friends I'm making and living away

from Mom and Dad and all that. T've learned a lot since I left home. I mean,
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[ had a wonderful life there, and my parents are great, but I was... sheltered.
I've had a few eyeopening experiences.”

W P

“Lots of things. Like feeling the pressure to drink or hook up® with a guy
every time I went out. My first year, I hated UNC* 1 didn't feel like I fitted in,

5)
and T didn’t. I begged my parents to let me come home or transfer, but they

wouldn’t agree. I think they knew that in the long run I'd regret it, and they
were probably right. It wasn't until some time during my sophomore year that
I met some girls who felt the same way 1 did about those types of things, and it’s

been a lot better ever since.”

7 Chapel Hill North Carolina MM AtERIZ&H LT, University of North
Carolina @ FTEHY ;
hook up DEHD ;
UNC University of North Carolina
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(1) This place is legendary for its hospitality.
(7) The restaurant is best known for its shrimp dish.
(1) The way the waitress behaved is not satisfactory to him.
() The author really appreciated the waitress’s attitude.

() The waitress acted more like a nurse.
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4) 1t’s like a religion at Chapel Hill.
(7} Baskethball is a very popular sport there.
(1) University students there are very religious.
() Students there are not so interested in their studies.
(r) Chapel Hill is a good place to enjoy both religious and sports

activities.

(B) I didn’t feel like I fitted in, and I didn’t.
(7} She didn’t like the college life at UNC, so she quit.
(1) She was uncomfortable with the college life at UNC.
(7) She didn’'t feel any pressure from the way her friends behaved at
UNC.
(£} She tried to believe she didn’t like the life at UNC, and it worked.
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) I'm impressed.
(») Exactly.

() Anything.
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