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I RoOETWEREHES, THTNOTEBORKEDFETELBEN,

(A} Culture is not something in opposition to biology; rather, culture is the form

- that biology takes in different communities, One culture may  differ_from

another. culture, but .there .are limits to. the differences. . Each must be an .

expression of the _underlying. biological commeonality of the human species.

 There could not be a long-term conflict between nature and _eulture, for if there

were, nature would always win; culture would always lose. . -

B What is cinema and what is a fllrn? A mere hundred years old the cinema

has—ln ItS d]fferent mamfestatxons—become at once so obvmus and S0

i

_ublqultous that one hardly apprec1ates ]ust how strange a phenomenon it

actually is. Not only an extraordmary entertamment medium, a superb story-
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tellmg machme 1t also gwes a kmd of presence and 1mrned1acy to the world
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' unparalleled elsewhere and undreamt of before the cinema was invented.

Nothmg else seems to gwe such 1ntense feelmgs nothmg 1nvolves people S0

'dn’ectly and tangibly in the woi‘ld out there and in the lives' of others.
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I ROELEZHAT, UTOBRMICELIRZIL,

Accommodation theory states that when people- talk to ‘each- other, they
adjust their behaviour and manrer 'of speech to take account of (t6:dccommodate
*themselvés to) the topic, the circunistances, and the other people engaged with
them'in the convérsation.. For. two simple examples:.people talk more slowly to
foreigricts, arid use baby talk Wwhen intéracting. with ‘infants.. The’ way " people
communicate with each-other is'¢éntral to the kind of social interaction (@ )
issue. Thus, friends or lovers (and especially people in the process of becoming
friends or lovers) make every effort to converge in manner, accent, tone and
toplc ( @ ) someone w1sh1ng to keep his dlstance or dlsagree w111 a]most

'always adopt a manner of speakmg expressly dlfferent from that of the other
‘ art PR - e o B

s Ghanopa ‘

These 1deas matfer because 1t is c]ear that the dtfflcultles experlenced by

A oy oAb - R L S 1]

_ lmmlgrants and forelgners everywhere arlse ‘in part from the dlfference of their

speech mannerlsms and the 11m1ts to the1r ablhty to converge w1th natwe

'speakers when trymg to eommumcate ®Ae the world globahzes further at an

1ncreasmg1y rapld pace, and as major mlgratlons of people espe(:lally from the

southern to the northern hemisphere, continue, so the problems and too often the

frictions increase: accommodation theory, ( @ ) all its surface simplicity,

gives insights into how miscommunication and misinterpretation happen and how
matters can be improved.

Communication difficulties do not only affect immigrants and foreigners
everywhere. They affect our own fellow-citizens. Social expectations and beliefs
about class, intelligence and status are influenced by accent and other speech
mannerisms, and therefore certain people from certain classes or regions can be
disadvantaged when seeking jobs (especially away from their home localities} by

the methods of communicating they learned when young.
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- Lack.of accommodation is thus the source of problems for members of any
group identified in given circumstances ( (©- ) an out-group of some kind.

Accommodation theory was devised in the early 1970s by Howard Giles,

whose first ihsights into communication came while working in 2 medical clinic in

Wales, his native country. He wrote, “The patients I took to the physicians just

had to open their mouths and speak amé) I could predict the manner in which the’

physicians were. going to_deal with them.” The ideas he developed have heen

applied by advertisers.‘and party-political researchers in thinking about the most
effective ways of getting messages across to target audiences, and by business
management trainers-advising clients on how to behave in foreign countries.

The limits of accommodation are illustrated by the latter. Studies found that
efforts made by Western businessmen who over-a(%):ommodatedin order to please
potential clients or partners among Japanese businessmen were in fact
counterproductive. . The ( @) .is that béhaviour. which appears to ifivolve
mimicry of another can look like mockery, or at very least appear condescending;
in the Japanese case, the businessmen from Japan preférred the foreigners to be
foreigners —and thus, presumably, to meet their own expectations and to
conform to their own planned mode of interaction, = "= 7

Accommodation theory is ( @ ) particular value for, among other things,
thinkifig: about ways. of - integrating - immigrant :communities’ into. host
communities, where “integration” is a term neutral between assimilation and

* multic¢ulturalism; “and just means providing-a wéy for immmigrants to get. along
with the host community while succeeding economically. With mass immigration
has-come the ( @ . ) that it is ineffective to. expect immigrants to do all the
accommodating; a;ﬁd that has resulted: in: host community: adjustments to take
account of linguistic and cultural factors in front-line provision-of health care,

edutation; social work, policing and legal services.. -
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CRBTEABEVL.
@) Accordingly Co (=) . Conversely ..
0V Eventually: .- . . (2} Occasionally.

@ ) advantage -+ . o (@ aim -

¢V danger .- .. .- ... . & hope
© @ &) dreamt . - - . (3) misunderstanding’
©-QV.realization. - .. ¢ (3) superstitioh .- .
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