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The societies of Japan and the United States are quite different and
because of these differences, Japanese and American people often have a
difficult time (a. communicate). This difficulty is not only based on the
mastery of the other's language. It is based on different sets of social
conventions and the underlying stories for these conventions. ( A )
underlying stories, I mean our cultures’ unspoken assumptions.

One example of social convention can be seen when visiting an
acquaintance’s house. In the United States, it is not unusual for friends, or
even co-workers, to drop by your house. While certainly we have formal
dinners or visits as well, I'm (b. refer) to the custom of stopping by more

casually — although (1)it is generally considered rude to arrive unannounced.

In Japan, it is rather unusual to visit a friend’s house this casually, and
extremely rare ( B ) a co-worker to do so.

We could say that once you get to the friend’s/co-worker’s house,
( C ) you might expect to be treated would be different. In Japan, you
would probably be (e¢. show) a considerable amount of respect, treated as an
honored guest. In the United States, things would be more casual, and yvou

might be treated almost as a family member. (2)This leads us to underlying

stories. In Japan, the underlying story in this social situation is that “the other
person is to be treated as a superior, and with great respect.” In the United
States, the story is that “we are equals, and very relaxed with each other.”

If we take this illustration further, on entering a friend’s house in a casual
visit in the United States, the host may say something like “Grab a seat
any_where,” or he/she may not even pay attention to ( D ) you sit. This
continues the idea that “You are a nearfamily member.” In Japan, the host
would likely show you to a seat, since the underlying notion is “You are an
honored guest.”
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(3) Ancther example of social convention is the use of speech in the two

cultures. In Japan, during a discussion it might be considered respectful to
listen silently to the other’s opinion, but in the United States, a person who
does not contribute their opinion to a discussion might be considered
{d. bore). Generally speaking in the United States, the social convention is
to offer opinions, whereas in Japan it may be to stay silent. (4} The underlying

story for the former here is “We all have valuable opinions,” and in the latter

“I'm respecting you by listening to your opinion.”

To enhance intercultural communication it is important to understand the
other’sl social conventions, and even more important to understand the
underlying stories on ( E ) these conventions are based.

(Adapted from Rob Schwartz, “Conventions and Underlying Stories,”

Shukan ST ONLINE, 25 July 2008)
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Did you make any sense of the questions in that English test?

No, it was terrible. (1) RERIZRESTW S,

What are we going to do? This way we'll never graduate!

They say your English picks up tremendously if you go study
abroad for a while.

Study abroad? Isn’t that very expensive? (2)[@EHF M HMMBEES
Pl

Not that much! If you attend a summer course at a sister school,
it may only cost 3300,000 or so, and it’s more fun than repeating
courses here.

It's still 2 lot of money. (3) BRITIZZARIZBENDH BHESMgh
578y, Anyway, where are those sister schools?

[ forget the names, but I know we have sister schools in the U.S.,
in Canada and in New Zealand.

New Zealand? Isn't that where they made Lord of the Rings? Boy,
1 really liked that movie!

Yes, but they also had a really bad earthquake there last year,
remember?

That’s right! (4) T%, ARTHHBNBH S35, And the one
here was even worse. As far as that goes, you could say it is safer
in New Zealand.

I don’t know. You never know when the next earthquake may
strike. I think I'd rather go to Canada. I've never heard of an
earthquake in Canada.

Neither have I. But this whole discussion is pretty meaningless,
don’t you think? You know you're never going to study abroad.
Don’t be so sure. If I fail that English test, I think I'm going to
talk to my Dad. (8) b3 —FERETHMITHELD D, Fiogsds
HISTn,
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If you're looking for the latest in home exercise equipment, you may want
to consider something with four legs and a wagging tail.

Several studies now show that dogs can be powerful motivators to get
people moving. Not only are dog owners more likely to take regular walks, but
(1) new research shows that dog walkers are more active overall than peaple
who don’t have dogs.

(2) One study even found that older people are more likely to take regular
walks if the walking companion is canine® rather than human.

“You need to walk, and so ( A ) your dog,” said Rebecca A. Johnson,
director of the human-animal interaction research center at the University of
Missouri College of Veterinary Medicine®. “It’s good for both ends of the
leash*.”

Researchers from Michigan State University reported that among dog
owners who took their pets for regular walks, 60 percent met United States
government criteria for regular, moderate or vigorous exercise. Nearly half of
dog walkers exercised an average of 30 minutes a day at least five days a
week. By comparison, only about a third of those without dogs got that much
regular exercise.

The dog walkers had higher overall levels of both moderate and vigorous
physical activity ( B ) the other subjects, and they were more likely to take
part in other leisure-time physical activities. On average, they exercised about
30 minutes a week more than people who didn’t have dogs.

(3) Dog walking was highest among the young and educated, with 18-to-24-

year-old owners twice as likely to walk the dog as those over 65, and college

graduates more than twice as likely as those with less education. Younger

dogs were more likely to be walked than older dogs; and larger dogs (20
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kilograms or more) were taken for longer walks than smaller dogs.

And (4)the question remains whether owning a dog encourages regular
activity or whether active, healthy people are simply more likely to acquire
dogs as walking companions.

A 2008 study in Western Australia found that one of the motivations for
getting a dog was a desire ( C ) get more exercise. Before getting a dog,
the new dog owners had clocked about 89 minutes of weekly walking, but dog
ownership boosted that number to 130 minutes a week.

A study of 41,500 California residents found ( D ) dog owners were
about 60 percent more likely to walk for leisure than people ( E ) owned a
cat or no pet at all. That translated to an extra 19 minutes a week of walking
compared with people without dogs.

(5)A study last year from the University of Missouri showed that for

getting exercise, dogs are better walking companions than humans. In a 12-
week study of 54 adults at an assisted-living home®, some people selected a
friend or spouse as a walking companion, while others took a bus daily to a
local animal shelter, where they were assigned a dog to walk.

To the surprise of the researchers, the dog walkers showed a much
greater improvement in fitness®. Walking speed among the dog walkers
increased by 28 percent, compared with just 4 percent among the human
walkers.

Dr. Johnson said that human walkers often complained about the heat and
talked each other out of exercise, but that people who were paired with dogs
didn’t make those excuses.

“They ( F ) themselves by helping the dog,” said Dr. Johnson,
co-author of the new book “Walk a Hound, Lose a Pound,” to be published in
May. “If we’re committed to a dog, it enables us to commit to physical activity
ourselves.”

(Adapted from Tara Parker—IPope, “Just Get a Dog and Forget the

Treadmill,” The New York Times Weekly Review, 10 April 2011)
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(A) According to researchers from Michigan State University, what
percentage of dog owners who took their pets for regular walks met
United States Government criteria for regular, moderate or vigorous
exercise?

(Bl On average, how many minutes more did dog walkers exercise a
week than those who did not have dogs?

(C)  According to a 2008 study in Western Australia, how many minutes
did dog ownership boost the time of weekly walking?
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Because of the trouble at the nuclear power plant in Fukushima Prefecture,

many people are saying that Japan should no longer rely on nuclear energy.

But can Japan really afford to close down its nuclear reactors? Will it not face

a shortage of electricity, with possibly enormous consequences for its industry?

What do you think? State your opinion in about 100 English words. You can

use some of the vocahulary given below if you like.
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nuclear power

thermal energy

thermal power (plant)
hydro-energy

hydraulic power {plant)
solar energy

solar power (plant)
geothermal energy
geothermal power (plant)
wind power

wind-power (plant)
alternative energy
renewable energy

fossil fuels

natural gas

electricity storage (technology)
storage battery/batteries
global warming

carbon dioxide

nuclear waste
environmental pollution
to pollute something
save electricity

blackout

rolling blackout
employment

government subsidy
export

industrial production
efficient
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