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(@FERSHRER ROELEFZAT, FTOBWIEZRIN,

Pedestrians’ smartphone habits have become so dangerous that a German
company has put lights in the ground to protect them from traffic accidents.

Stadtwerke Augshurg, a privately owned utilities company in the southern
city of Augsburg, installed LED lights along the curbs at two tram stops in the
city last week. The lights flash red whenever a vehicle is approaching,
functioning as a traffic light warning pedestrians not o cross the streef,

“We realized that the normal traffic light isn't in the line of sight of many
pedestrians these days,” Stadtwerke Augsburg employee Tobias Harms said,
according to a video published by daily newspaper Augsburger Allgemeine.

“So we decided to have an additional set of lights. The more we have, the
&)

more people are likely to notice them.”

" The project is being operated on a trial basis, Stadiwerke Augsburg said in
a press release. It did not mention whether it had plans te build more curb
lights across the city.

The program’s launch came one month after a 15-year-old girl died after
getting hit by a tram in Munich, as she crossed the road staring at her
smartphone with headphones plugged in, according to German daily newspaper
Sliddeutsche Zeitung.

About 1 in 6 people cross the road distracted by their smartphones,
according to a survey published earlier this month that was conducted among
14,000 pedestrians in Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, Paris, Rome and
Stockholm. Offenders included people who crossed the roads with children, the
report noted.

Other countries have also installed measures to protect smartphone users
on the streets, In 2014, a company de(l?r)larcated two sides of a 100-foot stretch
of pavement in China, separating normal pedestrians from those with cell

phones, in a satirical warning against dangerous cell phone usage. A cell
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phone company in Belgium and artists in Sweden have also constructed similar
joke warnings to signal the very serious danger of being preoccupied with
smariphones on the street.

Last December, a woman drowned to death in China, after walking into 2
canal while preoccupied by her cell phone.

Pedestrians who are found writing a text message on crosswalls in the
city of Rexburg, Idaho, have to pay at least 3101, 50, Last month, lawmakers
in New Jersey introduced a hill seeking to punish people who write a text
message while walking on the road with a $50 fine, 15 days in jail, or a
combination of the two.

Inattentive pedestrians glued to their smartphones have become such a
commeoen occurrence in Germany that dictionary publisher Langenscheidt made
the word “smombie” — “smartphone zombie” —the country’s official Youth
Word last year. A smombie is defined as “someone who looks fixedly at his
smartphone like a zombie running through the area,” according to the German

Youth Word’s official website.

(Adapted from Alexandra Ma, “German Company Installs Lights Along Curbs
For Pedestrians Glued To Their Phones,” The Huffington Post, April 27, 2016)
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8 1. What do the lights at the two tram stops do when a vehicle is coming

close? What does it mean to pedestrians? Explain in English.

B 2. TERER@E, B0 the more DEBICHBEAN THANEEHALMILT
FIRRLn &,

B 3. THEDIIEDWT, FETOFERE, G9FEEED T80 FLNOARET
AR X,

B 4. If you were o be found writing an e-mail on a crosswalk in Rexburg,

Idaho, what would you have to do? Explain in English.
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Contemporary developed societies are the safest and healthiest that have

(a) .
ever existed, so we might expect that their citizens would have low levels of

fearfulness. “Hasn't one of the central accomplishments of modern
civilization,” Norwegian philosopher Lars Svendson asks, “been the overall
reduction of fear, by nighttime electrical lighting, insurance policies, police
forces, standing armies, the destruction of predatory animals, lightning reds on
churches, solid locked doors on all buildings, and thousands of other small
designs?™ Indeed, rates of violence seem to be at their lowest in recorded
history. In addition, life spans of unprecedented longevity mean that few
people need to fear dying before old age.

Nevertheless, current community surveys reveal exfraordinary high rates
of anxiety disorders. Anxiety is the most common class of mental illness:
almost one in five people report having an anxiety disorder in the past year,
and almost 30 percent experience one at some point in their lives. These
surveys also indicate that the most frequent type of anxiety disorder is specific
phobias that involve deep fear about some obiect. The‘particular things that
people are afraid of are animals (22.2 percent), heights (20. 4 percent), blood
(13.9 percent), flying (13.2 percent), closed spaces (11.9 percent), water
(9.4 percent), storms (8.7 percent), and being alone (7.3 percent). The
second most widespread anxiety condition is social anxiety, which is associated
with situations in which people are subject to others’ judgments. The three
most widespread forms of social anxiety are public speaking (21.2 percent),
speaking up in a meeting (19.5 percent), and meeting new people (16.8
percent). None of these objects or situations are likely to pouse genuine
dangers.

What accounts for why so many people intensely fear objectively harmless
phenomena? Think back to the case that obesiiy is not a disease but, rather, a

— b — OM6(852—114)



natural product of human tastes for fats, sugars, and salts that increased
chances of survival in ancient environments. Genes that optimized caloric
consumption and stored the excess as fat developed over thousands of
generations when sources of calories were usually scarce and always
unpredictable.  Under current conditions, in which calories are readily
available, these ancestral tastes often lead to obesity and associated diseases.
The resulting increase in the number of very heavy people does not derive from
disordered genes or psychology but from a mismatch befween natural
biological tendencies and modern environments. Tastes for fats, sugars, and
salts, however harmful their present consequences might be, are part of our
normal genetic inheritance; they are not disorders.

Like our preferences for highly caloric foods, the statistically most

(b
comrmon disordered fears, which seem unreasonable in modern environments,

nevertheless result from natural human emotions. QOur current fears do not

correspond to actual dangers in present situations but seem understandable as
reactions that were passed down to us as part of our biological inheritance of
fears that did make sense in the prehistoric past. Many currently
unreasonable fears arise because natural genes no longer fit the environments
in which they must function. Irrational emotions might nonetheless be
products of natural physiclogical responses. Unreasonable, but mismatched,
fears raise some fundamental questions about whether or not the results of

natural biclogical forces should be regarded as disorders.

(Adapted from Allan V., Horwitz, What's Normal: Reconciling Biology and
Culture, 2016)
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(&FERBHBER] ROMBEA, BIZEAI,
HiEEA. THE@, OEERLDIN,

A novel by Soseki Natsume begins, “1 am a cat. [ don’t have a name yet.”
Practically all human heings are given names when they are born. A name
is émportemti }%"ﬁﬁﬁ% DTITE, FOANE, EhDADSERITES,

a

This is not restricted to human beings. Animals and plants also have

names. Just as in the case of human beings, once one becomes interested in

a bird or a flower, one wants to know its name. E L WIEKE, &AFi2HAD
()]

DHAENNELWY, EWHEAHLES0B LM, But it seems that if

you first learn its name, you come close to the substance for the first time.

(HH) ZHFHHRHERE [NAL A7 - KEAE] #idaroy—F
Trat)e
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B8 B. Read the email below. Imagine that you are Koki, a friend of Yuki.
In reply to Yuki's e-mail, write your advice to her in about 80 words in

English.

From: Yuki Ushida
To: Koki Ando
Subject: Voluntary Work?

Hi, Koki. How are vou? Let me write in English, because you said you also

want to practice English, right?

I'm enjoying my classes here at Oxford University. I've made a lot of

friends since I arrived, and last week I joined a tennis club.

Many of the students here at Oxford University do voluntary work. Some of
them work with children, some with old people and some work for
organisations that help clean the environment. Some of my friends have
asked me if T want to do volunteer work with them at a local school at
weekends, 1t sounds interesting, but I'm ot sure if 1 want to work for no
pay. Also, | have to study a lot for my course. 1 don't want to give up any

of my free time,

My friends tell me that volunteer work is good for the community, and that
'l learn more about English culture. 1 understand that, but P'm still not

sure. What would you do? Can you give me some advice?

Yuki

- BREMAREOEDENIC, MECHNWEBOEE B words) |OX DI
i B

CREL, ERCHMESNTWAHBLTEUF Rk EOaRRA
HREEICEDERA
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I8 A. Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

1. [D: Dave, A: Anne]
D: Do you know how to fix computers? Mine has stopped working.

A ( ), and then back on again?

2. [W: Woman, M: Man]

W: How long does it usually take to get to Niigata University from your

hometown?

M: About one hour by train. T usually surf the Internet on my phone,

( 3.

3. IS Student, T; Teacher]

St May I have my smartphone in my pocket while taking the test?
T: No, ( ).

4. [A: Anne, I: Dave]
Ar 5o, Dave, when did vou start your own shop?
D: I started my shop nearly twenty-five vears ago, Anne.
A: Gosh! That is a long time. Why did you start the shop?
D: To tell the truth, ( ).

5. [D: Dave, A: Anne]
D: Did vou see the polar star last night?
A: T did, but ( }.

High ) )

FIE B. Listen to Delbert’s story and answer the questions in Japanese,
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%8 A, Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

- 1. [D:Dave, A: Annel .
D Do you know how to fix computers? Mine has stopped working.

Al (Have you tried switching it off), and then back on again?

2. [W: Woman, M: Man]
W: How long does it usually take to get to Niigata University from your hometown?
M: About one hour by train. I usually surf the Internét on my phone, (so the time passes

quickly).

3. [S:Student, T: Teacher]
8: May I have my smartphone in my pocket while taking the test?
T: No, (you should put any digital device in your bag).

4. [A? Anne, D: Dave']

A 8o, Dave, when did you stayt your own shop?

D: I started ey shop nearly twenty-five years ago, Anne.
A Gosh! That is a long time. Why did you start the shop? _
D: To tell the truth, (because I enjoy talking to people in the shop).

5. [D: Dave, A: Anne]
D: Did you see the polar star last night?
AT did, but Gt was the night before last that [ saw it),

1 gAY T

fHRE B. Listen to Delbert’s story and answer the questions in Japanese.
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A¥RE B. Listen to Delbert's story and answer the guestions in Japanese.

My name is Delbert Thicke, and I am from Arkansas in the United States. Several years
ago, I moved to Niigata, Japan with my wife Keiko. For the first few months, we lived
w;th her family until we could find a place of our own.

While we were staying with my wife's family, I spent guite a bit of time studying
Japanese. I was always confused when I encountered words from English that were
used in Japanese, but which had different meanings. But my confusion was not only with
English words, There were many other words from other languages that have entered
the Japanese language.

For example, not long after | had moved to Japan, my mother-in-law gave me some
money, and told me to go down the streetand buy ‘& = —7% U — A", I wondered why
she wanted shoe cream, but my shoes were looking dirty, so I walked down the street to
our neighborhood general store. .| went into the store, and after much searching, |
found a tube of shoe cream. | bought it, and came back to the house.

After 1 entered the house, 1 used the shoe cream to begin polishing my shoes. My
mother-in-law came to the front hallway and asked if | had bought the ‘> = — 7 U~ A",
I told her yes, and showed her the tube of cream. However, she looked very confused.
She said to me, “no, | didn't want you to buy ‘shoe cream.” | wanted you to buy ‘3 = —

7 U — &’ | checked my dictionary, and learned that ‘3" = — % J —.2’ is a japanese
word borrowed from French that means, in English, ‘cream puff or ‘cream pastry’. We -
laughed about my misunderstanding, and | went out and bought the cream puffs at the
neighborhood supermarket.

QUESTIONS
1. What country does Delbert come from?

2. Why was Delbert confused about words from English in Japanese?

3. What did Delbert do with the thing that he bought from the general store?

4. Where did Delbert go after realizing his misunderstanding?
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